Community Psychology (M.A.)

Degree Type
M.A.

Mission Statement:

The graduate programs in psychology at Russell Sage College prepare students for work as mental health counselors and community
psychologists. The programs have been designed for students who have made a commitment to advance social justice, to promote the well-
being of individuals, families and groups with varying cultural traditions, and to develop change strategies to address social issues in diverse
communities through the application of psychological principles, research and methods.

The 36 or 37 credit Master of Arts in Community Psychology focuses on the systems, practices and tools needed to effectively address mental
health and community welfare issues.The goals of the program are to :

+ Reorient the student’s thinking from individually-focused to more community-focused and systems-oriented models.

+ Educate the student in a variety of prevention and intervention strategies to facilitate alteration of behavior change in community
settings.

+ Provide the student with evaluation, assessment, and consultation skills.

Course schedules are flexible and include evening and weekend options to meet the needs of working students. Note: Admission to the New

York State psychologist licensure examination requires a Ph.D. in psychology. This degree does not meet the educational requirements for
licensure as a mental health counselor in New York State.

Program Design

The program consists of a community psychology core, a research methods sequence, general psychology electives, required Organization and
Management electives, and a capstone experience. A field experience in Community Psychology is required for all students.

Admission Requirements

Applicants for admission to the community psychology program must meet the general admission requirements:

1. An minimum undergraduate GPA of 3.0.

2. Official transcripts of ALL previous undergraduate/graduate study. Two letters of professional reference (at least one of which should be
from an academic source). Undergraduate courses in statistics, history and systems of psychology (not required for undergraduate
psychology majors), and at least three other courses in behavioral sciences. Satisfactory “Personal Prospectus” statement regarding
rationale for interest in the program.

3. Current Resume

Applicants who meet all admission requirements will be admitted as regular graduate students. Those who do not fully meet the requirements
may be admitted on a provisional basis if they show high promise for success in the program.

Degree Requirements

1. Completion of all required and elective courses.
2. Completion of externship in community settings.
3. Completion of a thesis (3 - 4 credit hours) or research seminar (3 credit hours).

Community Psychology Program Summary

* Requirements: All courses are three (3) credits except PSY-687
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Community Psychology Core

Item # Title Credits
PSY 551 Foundations of Community Psychology

PSY 562 Community-Based Health and Well-Being

PSY 620 Community Based Prevention & Intervention

PSY 585 Risk & Resilience

PSY 630 Field Work in Community Psychology

Research Methods Sequence

Item # Title Credits
PSY 563 Behavioral Research: Methods & Analysis

PSY 625 Program Monitoring and Evaluation

FMH 550 Grant Writing

Health Services Administration

+ Select one with advisement

Item # Title Credits
MBA 561 Managerial Economics

MBA 571 Management of Change & Innovation

MBA 555 Administration, Organization, & Behavior

MBA 685 Quality Management

HSA 553 Health Systems & Policy

General Psychology Electives

« Select two courses with advisement

Item # Title Credits
PSY 570 Developmental Psychology
PSY 575 Abnormal Psychology
FMH/PSY 505 Introduction to Forensic Mental Health
FMH 592 Alcoholism/Drug Addiction: Vulnerabilities,Dynamics, and
Problems

Capstone Experience

Item # Title Credits
PSY 687 and PSY 689 or PSY 690 3-4
Total Credits 36
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